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ABRAHAM  LIHGOLN:     THE  IIMAL  AMBRIOAff 

An  Address  delivered  at  the  Pacific  Branch 
MTTonal  Soldiers*  Home>  Sawtelle,  Oalifornia, 
Sunday.  February  13.  19^"^ 

B£  CHAPLAIIJ  S.  A.  IKUmOKD 

THE  MOLE  ITATION  during  the  past  week  has  been  celebrating 
the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  this  anniversary  occasion 
jfurnishes  an  excellent  opportunity  for  one  to  point  a  moral, 
or  to  apply  a  gosp^  lesson. 

It  is  very  interesting,  and  withal  profitable,  to  read 
what  the  great  editors  and  authors  of  the  country  write,  con- 
cerning this  singular  and  outstanding  national  character, 
Abraham  Lincoln,    But  it  is  very  confusing  to  note  how  they 
differ  in  their  estimate  of  the  man,  and  to  note,  also,  the 
reasons  vjhich  they  give  in  accounting  for  the  place  which 
he  holds  in  the  esteem  of  the  American  people. 

I'ilost  interesting  it  is  to  find  that  such  a  character,— 
one  who  never  joined  the  church,  and  who  never  made  what  somo 
people  call  an  open  confession  of  religion, — should  now  be  a 
hero  of  the  Christian  church,  and  his  principles  accepted  as 
principles  of  genuine  Christianity.    It  appears  to  me  that 
the  one  man  in  a  thousand  for  whom  the  preaaher  was  looking, 
via-a  found  in  the  immortal  Lincoln. 

It  would  be  useless  for  me  to  turn  your  attention  agaiJi 
to  this  great  man,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  we  may  draw 
from  his  life  and  character  this  lesson,  that,  desfpite  his 
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greatness  and  his  attainments,  he  was  not  unlike  other  men 
in  the  essential  and  fundamental  things  of  life,  and  that 
all  who  will  may  eirwlate  his  exan^Jle. 

When  «ne  attempts,  by  poetry,  or  oratory,  or  song,  to 
put  a  man  like  Lincoln  on  a  pedestal  beyond  the  reach  of  men, 
one  does  a  great  deal  of  harm,  instead  of  good,  and  disheartet 
those  who  might  follow  in  his  foot-steps,  if  they  were  en- 
couraged so  to  do. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  so  far  above  other  men,  or  was  so  fiifferent  from  his 
fellows,  that  he  cannot  be  imitated  now.    I  believe  that  he 
can  be  followed J  and  that  others,  too,  may  attain  the  lofty 
heights  to  which  he  ascended, 

7/ith  each  ^oceeding  2? ear,  his  influence  grows,  and  his 
words  are  stronger  now  than  they  were  when  uttered.  His 
masterpieoe  at  tyeti;ysburg  has  become  noiv  the  exair5)le  of  the 
highest  form  of  oratory;  and  57 et  at  the  time  it  was  delivered,, 
it  received  little  if  any  applause. 

Why  is  it,  that  his  liberation  of  the  slaves, — an  act 
which  has  become  an  inspiration  to  lovers  of  liberty,  the  wor], 
over,—  at  the  time  that  it  was  accompliGhed,  was  regarded 
merely  as  a  military  necessity?    I  have  asked  this  question  of. 
myself,  thinking  that  you,  with  this  spiritual  advice,  might 
take  a  clear  view  of  this  laoble  character,  and  that,  from  our 
consideration  of  this  matter,  we  may  point  a  goapel  lesson, 
pure  and  sis^jle, 
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Abraham  Lincoln  did  not  differ  so  niich  from  thonnands  af 
other  men;  'out  there  wore  cen.ain  clrcnmstanceB  in  hie  life, 
however,  which  made  him  an  excellent  exan4)l6  of  that  in  v/hioji 
he  did  dlifcsr  from  coirmon  men.    If  I  were  to  r3ay  to  young  m^Ji, 
who  may  hear  me  opeak  those  words,  that  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
a  strange,  peculiar,  C^od-given  genius,  and  thiit  when  his 
image  was  oa0%,  "the  mould  wao  broken,"'  find  that  there  noveaP 
could  be,  or  never  was,  another  liko  Abraham  Lincoln,  I  would 
be  simply  saying,  "Your^  men,  it  is  of  no  une  for  you  to  try 
to  ijattern  your  liveo  after  his;  it  cannot  bo  donel"    But  il, 
on  the  other  h&iid,  we  take  that  reasoni\blo  view  of  the  iife 
of  -br aham  Lincoln,  that  he  was  like  other  men  in  xoat^  if  not 
most  reispects,  esjpsoialiy  in  things  elemental,  but  that  he 
was  eB:pecially  used  by  the  i?rovide:^ce  of  GoA,  and  that  there 
w.^e  many  things  in  his  life  worthy  of  iiidtation,  wo  have 
furnished  an  incentive  to  the  rising  goneratlon,  to  enoouragc 
them  to  rise  above  environmont  and  circuastanoe  and  to  be- 
oome  men  of  irifluenco  and  powor  among  their  f ellov/men. 

Abrahfun  Lijiooln  realized  that  he  was  not  a  perfect  man; 
for  ho  well  knew,  as  do  wo,  that  there  was  and  is  only  one 
Character  who  ever  walked  this  earth,  %ho  should  be  held  up 
before  the  ambitions  of  young  men  and  young  women,  and  that 
was  and  is  the  Son  of  God#    And  it  should  over  be  our  aim 
and  ambition  to  do  our  ^atrriost  to  reach  the  highest  state  of 
Xjcrfeotior  posf^ible,  as  exemplified  in  the  life  of  God's 
only  Son* 
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And,  there  fore.  If  Lincoln  himself  felt  that  ho  was  not 
perfect,  why  should  we  thirflt  that  he  v/aa — nov?  that  <m  og©  has 
passed,  and  his  onemlGS  are  silent,  and  his  friends  have  be- 
oorae  wore  enthiaainotic  ahont  him  with  the  paGBiJTg  yoers;  when 
we  li€iY0  not  reachtjd  that  atato,  as  n  nation,  where  wo  can 
extol  pJQd  "??orship  him  ns  the  Chines©  do  thoir  ancestors? 

The  lessAn  that  comes  tomi  to  no  ttoough  the  years,  is 
that  Lincoln  was  the  nofirest  to  that  Ideal  Maxihood,  perhaps,— 
at  least  in  his  clooing  years,—    of  any  Icncvm  ;jnerican» 

There  may  have  beon  a  irvore  perfect  character  jimong  the 
sons  of  men,  oX  whom  we  lisve  not  heardj  biit  Alsrahsm  Lincoln  1^ 
an  econragement  to  every  young  rnan  In  this,  that  neai*ly  every 
young  man,  to-d^i;^,  hnB  and  enjoys  more  a^^vanta^^eous  circum- 
fjtancoa  in  life  than  Abrrohara  Lincoln  'aver  had  end  enjoyed. 

In  the  firet  plsoe,  AbraJiain  Lincoln  Inherited  nothing 
from  his  parento—  in  body,  in  rdnd,  or  in  si>irit —  which 
v;ould  tend  to  sot  him  above  his  fellows,  or  for  which  we  need 
clGim  praise.    It  ig  true  that  hlfj  father  and  itwther  were  of 
hardy  :Srontier  stools:,  bufe  his  fathesr  wan  rrinre  or  leiis  shift- 
less, and  to- day  probably  would  be  claoeed  nmong  the  poor 
whites  of  the  snnny  South;  for  the  inonntain  whites  to-d©y  are 
somewhat  the  same  as  their  klnfolk  were,  who  lived  in  KentacJq^ 
in  the  days  of  the  LincoliTE;,  .nnd  possess  somewhat  the  B&m 
ehar  ao  t  er  i  s  t  i  as. 

Bat  those  men  of  the  mountains, — with  Vfaieys  deep,  and 

» 

with  precipices  steep, —  often  make  character  of  a  certain 
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WiggeA,  noble  kind —  and  of  that  type  was    brnham  Linooln. 

Then,  too,  AhrGlxnin  Lincoln  iJiherited  no  ifloney;  he  did 
not  come  into  tho  world  in  poaaesaion  of  funds  with  which  to 
start  hijnoolf  in  life,  or  with  which  he  ooald  aecore  eXi  edu- 
Cf^tion.    I  ?;ant  to  say  to  the  yoai^  men  who  moy  be  listening 
to  me,  that  they  have  rnaiiy,  imnj  s-dvanteges  which  Linooln 
did  not  pcssess. 

Abraham  linooln  hfid  little  ednoation  beyond  that  which 
he  was  able  to  acqnire  through  his  own  effort©;  for  he  had 
no  opportunity  to  go  to  school  — probably  for  not  i'X>re  than 
a  yestr,  all  told—  and  up  to  tho  time  that  he  waa  nineteen 
yearn  of  age,  h's  had  learned  little  elao  than  '^reading  and 
writixig,  and  ciphering  to  tha  rule  of  three."    He  had  been 
brought  xip  to  hew  wood  and  to  do  odd  jcbs  of  various  kinds, 
and  consequently  had  none  of  the  helj^s,  such  as  those  which 
our  youth  now  have,  to  mske  himself  a  groat  rcan* 

Add«d  to  thib  lacJ:  of  educational  advontages,  Abraham 
Lincoln  exi  erienced  loany  unwauiiL  laisfortimoo  which  might 
ht.vo  cvvir whelmed  a  ^iOrOr&r  ooul,  or  vjhioh  might  have  held 
him  back.    One  of  tho  first  and  greatest  of  theso,  was  the 
death  of  his  mother,  when  Linooln  was  yet  a  lad;  and  the 
sorrow  of  it  was  very  poisntxnt,    Bui;  the  father  married  again, 
within  a  yoar  or  so,  and  the  boy  had  a  stepmother  to  help  and 
enoourr^e  him,  and  tako  the  plaoo  of  his  "angel  mother."  Al- 
though tho  fofj tor -mother  waa  not  a  cultivated  woman,  she  did 

nuoh  to  instil  in  thd  boy's  hofirt  the  desire  to  improve  him- 
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Belt  and  to  rise  abovo  his  enYiromont. 

There  ri^e  few  youi]^  man  ol  .'.ul  rss/  aO(;uaintfinoe7  8|  who 
have,  or  haVQ  had,  the  dlcadvcjrjasfiS  which  Linoola  had.  So, 
I  8ay»  it  is  enoourti^iJig  to  boy  a  to  find  that  one,  woroe  off 
thim  they,  rooo  to  n  lofty  station  and  received,  and  is  still 
rooeiviag,  tho  world's  onooiuinras* 

He  v?as  oli^iBtenod  in  hie  youth;  ohs atoned  hy  Borrow-? — 
sorrow  of  tho  def/pest  kind.    Loss  of  his  nwther  I  huve  fO.- 
rea<1y  laentioned.    You  har©  read  his  biograju^,  und  I  nooA 
not  dwell  lo/igei*  on  this  £kad  svont  in  'ahe  life  oi!  the  boy 
lincoln.    SuIliQ0  it  to  say,  that  t^rief  over  his  ohildhood 
loss  cast  a  shiiiow  ovar  him  v^hich  ;vaB  not  dissipated  by  the 
passaga  of  tiia^:  it  olaiig  to  him  through  ths  years. 

3ut  perhaps  the  graatoat  ahasteni/^g  was  the  death  of 
th©  niaiden  to  whom  ha  gaVo  his  heart  in  his  early  manhood. 
Linooln  wass  oil  tha'^  deeiaive  oharaeter,  q.  mm  viho  conld  love 
with  a  groiit  heeirt,  and  who  felt  uottovj  Tary  kacnly.  Bit, 
in  spite  of  this  oleaent  in  his  xuituro,  I  do  not  belieT©  that 
he  lovod  his  batrotbod  raore  than  other  men  have  loved;  I  do 
not  boliov©  that  his  admiration  for  her  whoic  ho  intended  to 
laai'ry  was  more  sinoere  thiui  the  admiration  which  othsi^  ?aen 
may  have  for  the  womaii  of  their  ohoioe;  nor  do  I  be-lieve  that 
he  wovild  have  cacrificed  Tsaore  than  you  would  saorifice  for 
tho  one  whom  you  lovo.    But  to  that  life  there  came  the  ohill 
of  death,  and  he,  ir; stead  of  loadiisg  her  to  the  altar, 
followed  her,  hr.art-broken,  to  the  grave. 
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Thles  second  rnd  psrhfj.ps  greatest  Btrolce  of  sorrow 
chastened  th'.t  youth;  "br-oko  hom  6.o\m,  re-luceA  him  to  a  state 
of  meltiKcholy  that  er en  in  his  later  yeara^ eeomed  never  to 
hsve  left  him  entirely.    He  mr&r  aajne  oat  fron^  under  tha 
burden  of  it,  even  in  the  ai^nitjr  of  the  work  h©  had  to  do» 

H©        ohaoteried  often  by  dofoet—  hjr  aome  ver^  bittetr 
dofeats—  not  onl^r  defoats  concerniiTg  Biarriog©,  in  his  first 
and  deepest  love,  but,  again  and  again,  in  his  attengat  to  do 
somethi^ig  for  hiiwself.    He  tried  the  store  boainess,  but  It 
BOon  failed,  and  he  was  alui'^sd  heavily  in  debt.    As  a  matter 
of  fact,  he  liTGd  in  comparative  poverty  uwoh  of  the  tins 
darly^  thQ  ®a:^ljf  years  of  hia  young  iuanhood,  and  oven  until 
he  want  to  CcrgresB;  fox  it  was  not  until  then,  that  he  suo- 
caeded  ir^  pejrii'^  V\@  last  oont  of  what  he  facetioualy  termed 
"the  national  debt,"  ocoasioned  by  the  failure  of  that  oarlle 
buslnssa  vantaro* 

Aftacr  tha  oXosing  of  his  atoro,  Linooln  went  out  and 
split  rails  for  a  livli^g,  and  about  this  time  ?/&s  elected 
Captain  of     military?  ooin^ian;:;  in  the  KLaok  IZawk  war.  Before 
he  saw  aJiy  soi^vloe,  the  oOiT^vany  was  ordered  to  diaband,  and 
ho  enlicted  as  s  p^i'''*<'^^<-'  Bolctier.    It  is  not  often  that  we 
find  that  a  inan  is  "proTOted"*  f::*orii  captain  to  private;  but 
It  !fa8  true  in  Lincoln's  oaae#    Then  it  was  that  he  determine 
to  study  laT?. 

kB  a  laTfyer,  Linooln  had  had  no  atpecifil  training,  no 
wide  roniiug,    I  do  not  sei3  how  any  person  would  over  ez^ago 
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a  man  of  hi  a  trr^lrliTg  and  esTierlonce,  when,  as  e.  your^  lavjyeiP 
he  first  opened  his  office  in  Fpringf If-l/i,  r!.lir»ci?j«  3at 
Lincoln  soon  for^^od  to  the  front,  and        soon  able  to  hold 
his  own  v?lth  othe^r  leL'.n/yei'B  of  his  dciy,  trpTolllijg  with  them 
the  old  Hinth  Circuit,  r.nd  l3^itlding  up  sm  envirblo  repivfcation 
for  ability,  honef^tj;  sJid  into^ity. 

iTo-dav,  we  Rsk  the  yowth  of  onv  lt>nd  to  look  at  his 
ehsiTfiotar,  which  no\7  stands  bofor©  otir  coi^ntry;  iT^hose  roiisi- 
KiGntB  riao  in  filinoGt  evovj  pnblic  ^qnrre  and  pcirk,  end  whose 
life  rnd  tvCticns  hr.ve  f .f  1"!  15.brs.irie^« 

Xtoot  at  him,  yor?j^:  menl  L  coir  I    Yonr  chtuioo  in  feir 
better  thnn  rms  hial    Yort  h??To  far  bGttcjr  oj^rortijnlticei  to 
lE^rovf?  ;?ortr  talents  thrn  hed  he*    Yon  live  at      tinje  vjhm 
the  dcore^  of  prorjr^^sc  ero  orjen  wide*    Yotj  live  in  «in  hoi^r 
when  wen  cein  rise,  end  rlr30  r!ipj(!ly,  if  thoy  hr;ve  the  energy 
end  the  oherecter. 

Abreh^in  T-incoln  wag  tr'^ly  gre?',*.    Fis  influence  wm 
greet,  end  his  spirit  is?  iDf.nifest  even  to-df:)^.    We  rrtifit  all 
adroit  that.    Bat  what  'm?.  it  that  niade  him  Jjrerxt,  and  be- 
loved b:^  hiB  oonntrymen? 

He  wsB  net  oxtrscrdij'serily  t5n.?ow??d  with  nmir^al  intelli- 
gence*    He  ?m.s  born  in  pcvorty  ond  never  cunasBed  a  fortune* 
He  was  a  -nled  e^acation^il  ndvantugea.    He  had  to  hew  his  own 

Whe.t  wn^  It.,  then,  thpt  led  hira  to  beeome  the  oontral 

fig7-ire  in  our  history?    'Mivit  rmn  it  that  enabled  him  to  do 
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Leeds  that  iTnv>resBed  the  c^#s?    VThst  waa  it,  I  repeat,  that 

tuade  hi*^  tho  greet  msJi  that  he  wao? 

It  was  his  trno  Ohristinn  ohfjmctwr;  his  good  ooinmon- 
iome,  and  the  ji^stnooB  of  hia  actions  toviard  his  fellowmon» 

While  he  did  not  "beloqs  to  anj?  branch  of  the  Chriatian 
>h»:irch,  ^ct  ho  was  a  member  of  the  (?reat  ohareh;  h%  was  a  tru^ 
Ihristinn;  ho  was  oiie  of  God's  ideal  men. 

linooln  ^;aa  nearer  to  the  Ideal,  than  any  Ameriosn  ever 
mo^^jn.    Ke  was  an  upright  man:  tsprightnass  was  his  outstand- 
ing, peculiar  oh^lr  act  eristic    Abrnhr^jn  Lincoln  poosciBsed  ell 
she  great  traits  of  hiiHian  character,  ■mkir^i  him  a  well-ronndo^ 
(Hd  no  bio  fig-arc*,  to  which  the  world  njay  look  and  give  it  a 
>raise« 

A  man  iaaj?  be  a  grert  inventor  ix)  the  us©  lind  mactery  of 
rards,  or  a  i<roat  inventor  in  the  roai.n  of  mechanics;  and  be- 
sauDo  of  that,  rp^oive  great  praise.    Why  io  it,  that 
Idicon  iQ  not  liolding  the  name  position  in  the  estiiration  of 
rhe  world,  th£,t  Abraham.  Lincoln  holds?    It  is  not  that  ^diooa 
ii-id  fr*wer  0]}portunitiea  thim  Abrehain  Lincoln  bed.    Many  heilp- 
ui  invontionc  and  OT:>portnnitiep  for  ndvancenrnt  have  aldod 
;d3.3on;  but  Abrahc^m  Lincoln  had  fe^;s,  if  ar.iy,  to  aid  him. 

Abraham  T  Incolii  was  n  c^oat  man  because  he  had  a  groat 
ind  good  heart,  nj\(l  7?aa  ?trlctiy  honest  and  ho mr able  in  all 
lis  doalinrja  with  his  fellowraen.  He  was  an  ideal  man,  then, 
n  his  he.'irt;  and  boinc  tm  idoa3.,  Chi'istia3*-henrted  nan,  be- 

iefvinc  In  the  teachings  oifT  Jesus,  and  prayic^j  unto   Ood  for 
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holp  in  tXmc  of  d^ntrces,  ho  dovolopf^d  tht.it  foar-r5rm«re 
ohfirjiotoi',  5.*i  vvliich  j'Otj  idll  not  find  r.  -f^nw!  a  living,  rc^ral 
ohar{Act,ai',--(md  tlir^t  i.'^  the  1;n>^       chjii  aoter  tJint  tho  Bible 
is  oruToavori^ig  to  biilld  in  the  heirtfs        lirm  of  mn« 

I^iiiooln  \ms  oh-tu'ECteriKod      one  oi;hf?r  taeult:?,  f»jid  tM 
was  ?/i3d02iE,~-  tho  wladoai  that  lo  ::i3ntion©d  in  Prorerbs;  tha 
wisdora  tiiat        ii]eiitiont3d  bjv  Jerjas  Ohrint;  that  hroarl,  evesry-' 
ds.y  appllGatlGii  of  coimomox-uB*    TJiat       roal.  vyirdom. 

He®!  wisdom  i«  wisdom  lii?:^  i:nto  thjit  -.^hioh  Abrahnra 
Iiinooln  poBSiOsiiod;  that  ijy;3,  '^var^  ^sy,  30me  ^jood  in  o^ory 
inaa#    H©  v?as     raan  ivlio  could  Tmo^nlae  good  in  his  f)n>-?r.iie3, 
ai8  Wiill  as       hia  frii'nidis;  \?ho  '^howad       th<^t  we  onsht  to  be 
xorjl7l23g  tonara  thorn  -^Ho  dcffpitefwlly  rise  i."?3« 

AVtth*^  Liii£3ol.n' o  life  w?a2  a  BpecijgX  ©xrjosltiofi  of  that 
tiapoaltion  of  forgiTa;2cscj  ^^nd  "bTotherlj'  5:lri,ine0a,    He  spolc© 
Icliidly  of  the  ri.Tath.    Ho  cpafeo  of  the  Sonthernere  as  frionds, 
oud  liot  aa  oBoinlas*    Ho  said,  in  one  of  hl8  .^rest  spoeohagj 
"C:'!'rj3y  iiTo  not  0*13?  oneirdos;  fhnj  tcra  out  fi'i^^nds." 

Lincoln  p'jfoposod,  boforo  the  thjit  tha  goworn!!*^!!* 

ba^  tho  BlaVfjs  toid  not  thera  free.    !?he  ITorth  thon,rjht  thst  thci 
iP.''e:;tQGt  posail^lo  f  ooliahnost?  aiid  Oppro gallon,    'vliat  n  jr^'oat 
ijiiVii^g  tliat  woi^l'i  have  'be^n^  both  in  ^nscy  find  In  vAonl    10 a 
ojjponents  did  not  escoroiBO  ooj£aonooi5£jD» 

Abr^JiaEi  Lincoln  looked  out  ugoji  tht?  wholo  field,  a«d 
regarded  the  Southern  peoi)le  as  raistiiicon  friends;  and  go  he 
proooodod,  rith  hie  t?hole  heart,  rjid  with  lcinia.y  spirit  u»d 
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detormi nation,  to  Ao  proainol^'  rlghw.  In  lirirj^iiis  about  tha 
trinntph  of  ths  amno  of  tho  TTsnlon.    '/.Iion  ho  ma  asBf-ifi^lrmted 
by  p.  foolish  fanatic,  %hQTQ  ^^aa  put  a  i-Woyr's  orown  U2)on  hia 
life,  thf^.t  c.?llod  attgsition  to  Xy  do  Uctinctl/,  that  it  iiiv- 
pres^sd  Its  rna'Tlc  npon  the  aG«s  ?is  nothiiig  aUac  could  do. 

Wh*^»i  ^^rnha-n  Ilnaoln  w.in  nnrdcrsd, — \7ith  Ms  good  heasrt^ 
ilia  excellent  intontlono,  his  broad  oonmoiisanso,  his  statoesaaii 
ship,—  h.ln  "foath  ptxt  (k-.d*s  aoel  ux^oji  thosa  ohiaraotoi-isiiivis  of 
the  TiaS  w^o  bought  tho  retu3»3?  of  the  f3onth  to  tli6  Union, 
throi-gh  :\  tOi. ohixiQ  which  -lafj  loado  tho  ;^c;utheu:*a  stai^oa  aolid, 
<lPLoric'ii€i  ond  pt3rrnano:nt  p^jTt  of  this  t^'©e-t  iiatiori. 

Ahrrthtjn  Ilnooln  way      tiprlglit  ruin,  —  moh  ao  c;aiini>t  be 
loadn  "b;;  c?wOt!i5.ng;  ;iucj;  r>B  c&.nixt  bo  Lia<L&  bj'  iaonej/;  but  whloh 
ilB  niadc  ojH^  bj;  bnilding  ngon  tha  fourulatioiio  Ohi'isoian 
jfaith,  v.:  on  q  Irxgo  md  Icririg  hot^rt.    !I?hiit  he^u't  had  boen 
hroken,  md  ht^TlMg  te<:n  broken,  it  is  fair  to  ti6!jj.;me  t/iat  God 
Iiernitted  him  to  zvitfcr.  In  order  thi.,t  hti  idLght  bo  a  better 
izmtrir^.ont  for  brl^gir^  about  poace  ana  prosstierity  to  tliis 

I rent  notion,  snd  for  the  seltiiig  up  uf  a  griitit  roople  whoce 
dool  ho  should  b{2» 

Ahrahrjn  Lincoln' 3  f-!.ith  and  broad  commonaanae  »5howod  him 
that  thin  n:ition  nhonld  load  .vj.1  the  njtio:n3  of  tho  oarth  in 
Irir^lns  then  ell  n-^  to  that  st.undiiTcl  of  Chrictian  fellowship 
end  brotherly  ?.oyo»  vjhoro  -.aoh  individual  and  each  nut  ion  ohou^ 
d,o  tjnto  tho  othor  £.£  hft  or  it  would  ^UiVo  the  othoi-  do. 

5h»M,  then^  are  tho  groat  olK^aoteriatiOB  in  the  life 
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of  Abraham  Lincoln:  his  efary-dny,  Bonnd  jiia^ment;  his  great, 
loving  soul;  hit;  prayers  to  God,  and  his  faith  in  the  ulti- 
mate triumph  of  right,  "With    malice  towf.rd  none,  but  with 
ley 6  for  all,"  he  set  }iis  faith  in  God,  believing  that  righ- 
teousness would  prevail,  and  that,  at  last,  truth  would 
triun^ph. 

That  raakes  a  grr^r.t  character.    A  small  character,— that 
lives  v;ithin  its  ovm.  narrow  limits;  that  thirii^s  that  all  is 
going  to  the  bad;  that  evil  5.3  overyi??h&re  extant;  that  the 
good  are  ever  crushed,  and  that  the  wicked  are  ever  prosper- 
ous,t(ikoB  a  small,  oomaoiiplace  viev;  of  life.    Lincoln  was 
a  nian  of  ^jreat  faith,  who  believed  that  all  things  were 
working  together  for  good,  in  the  eight  of  God,  and  that, 
somehow,  evil  would  be  crushed  and  ri£ihteousnesa  would  pre- 
vail. 

Abraham  Lincoln  lived  not  unto  himself,  nor  for  him- 
self.   He  gave  himself  unstintedly  and  unreservedly  in  the 
service  of  his  fellownien,  and  die&  ^  ma;t?tyr  to  the  cause  of 
righteou sness. 

He  truly  was  the  ideal  AmorioaJal 


Eleven  hundred  copies  of  this  address  printed  for  popular 
distribution  by  the  aitthor,  by  the  Boys  of  the  Spanish  Ameri- 
can Institute  Press,  Gardena,  California. 


Please  naratm  .oiy  seendnfi;  ne/?lect  in  .s;ettin.K  bnck  to  you 
-'X  not c.        tiiC.  Jiiaiiuscrl  b  -.hich  you  Lir.uly  seat  liie,  out  I  .ja:  so  buay  I 
harily  knci?:  whether  I  am     foot  or  horseosiCk^ 

Hcvrever »  I  have,  reau  v  ith- interest  the  ty-ci  ccy  of  Chan  lain  Dru- 
ffic         aauress,  corjiEents  or  notes  ccsaccrnijig  it^,  froa  -my  -iriti:.! 

£t;:n.;  ^cii.t ,    ill  be  briefly  stateri^  as  follows: 

siiiguiflti",  to  aigi'S-e  with  ^en,i-.i  tae  iiae  usfore. 
Pag©  v» line  hi  him  is  ty^eu  horn* 

^■;r:'..    ,  line  3,1  think  the  insertion  of  the  -or-ci  one  bofcre  ^hgs.e 
would  injoro\'e  the  line. 

P^if?€  3, line       tVie  vora  .othgr  ahoulJ  be  usod  after  any^. 

"'I'^e  11,  lin-:  ■  ,  I        not  likt   ......  figure  c.  :^  u'.O:^  . 

cro  .iQ  u'''  .n  a  lif  e^  uo  ;/ou? 

Page  11-;, line  ■  ,  ia  love  the  correct  woru,  if  the  quotation  is  use^l? 

^arooM  my  brevlt'/,  but  you  can  exisct  a  letter  ••hen  I  can  fir""-  t irr-r-. 
to  get  at  It. 

Sincerely,  #  ^ 

; right 

P.S,  You  can  sena  me  the  cards,  as  mentlonea|for  -Ahlch  I  an  •acloain.p:  my 
check  for  :B.20,    Thames  for  thinking  of  me  In  this  conne.'tlon. 


